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CiiAlittnaA,
Qlaedeluf,

Eing ®Ht, fj Srlla
Hing out. ye bells. In the dusk of the morning, keep ChrUtmas is here and the hope of salvation is founded.

r i n g i n g . B o r n w a s t h e C h r i s t w h i l e t h e s o n g s o f t h e a n g e l s
Twinkle, ye stars, while the angels the message are resounded.

b r i n g i n g : J o y f u l l y s i n g .
G o o d w i l l a n d l o v e . A l l t h r o u g h t h e w o r l d l e t i t r i n g .
P e a c e f r o m t h e h e a v e n a b o v e . G l o r y t o G o d i n t h e h i g h e s t .
Glory to God in the highest.

Play, little children, and sing in your heart with
thanksgiv ing.

Born is the Christ child, the Saviour in whom we are
l iv ing.

Sing and reioice.
Blend with the angels your voice.
Glory to God in the highest.

—Free translation of "Kimer, I Klokker
By Mrs. Kamma Moller Kristensen.

Christmas
'Tor ye know the gr&ce of our Lord Jesus Christ

that tbous:h He was rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich."

_2 Cor. 8, 9.

In the high-priestly prayer by Jesus the last eve
ning he was with his disciples before his crucifixion,
we are made aware of the glory that was given to
him. Jesus asked in the prayer that his heavenly
Father would "glorify me with the glory thou hast
given me; for thou lovest me before the foundation of
the world." Also in the passage where Jesus speaks
of the Father's house with the many mansions do we
note the certainty of Jesus' words: He is rich in God.

We are also reminded at Christmas time, that Jesus
became "poor" as he entered into his earthly life.
"Mary brought forth the first born son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,

because there was no room in the inn."—Later in life
we hear him say: "The foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests; but the son of man hath not
where to lay his head."

We could sti l l with Paul take another step as he
writes about Jesus' coming into the world: "He hum
bled himself and became obedient unto death even
the death on the cross."—All this Jesus did for us,
that we might be rich.

The riches bestowed upon us ma^ be expressed
in various terms. I would first refer to the words
of the apostle: "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God."—How we must feel humble, as we
think of God's love for us, the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the communion of the Holy Ghost, the
fellowship in the congregation, the means of grace,
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all the blessings bestowed upon mankind as well as
on each one of us. As I often pause to reflect on these
riches offered me, I am humbled and must admit
I am not worthy of all these gifts. Yet there is in
m e a d e s i r e t o t h a n k G o d " w i t h h e a r t a n d h a n d a n d
voices." But so many times I feel the limitations of
words. If I could only praise God, as did Zakarias
filled with the Holy Ghost, as he said: "Blessed be
the Lord of God of Israel, for he has visited and re
deemed his people . . . that we should be saved from
our enemies . . . that we might serve him without
fear in holiness and righteousness all the days of our
life." Or if I could praise God as did Mary when
she greeted Elizabeth, or as Paul salutes and praises
God in his letter to the Ephesians: "Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ."

There are so many valuable gifts to be .found in
the Christmas gospel if we would only permit the
Holy Spirit to guide us, so we earnestly would seek
them. Having found them they would in a marvelous
way enrich our lives.

Let us this coming Christmas try to find more
and- more of these treasures; and then as best we can
raise our thanks to God for "His unspeakable gift."

Let me close with this greeting from the apostle:
"God was in Christ reconciling the world unto him
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and
hath committed unto us the word of reconci l iat ion."

The very best Christmas to all,
P . R a s m u s s e n .

National Council Of Churches Of Christ U. S. A.
C l e v e l a n d , O h i o

N o v e m b e r 2 8 - D e c e m b e r 1 , 1 9 5 0

Those of us who were at the Const i tut ing Con
v e n t i o n o f t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s o f C h r i s t
in the U. S. A. will long remember Cleveland for
various reasons. Personally, I had not been too con
cerned about the meeting until I found myself on
an east bound train wondering, because of wind and
snow, if I would reach my destination. Once on the
t r a i n s o n e s o o n n o t i c e d t h a t t h e r e w e r e a b r o a d n u m
erous convention delegates. The trains were literally
stuffed with preachers. As one porter said: "No sir,
never seen so many 'water drinking travelers' on this
train all my life—no sir."

Cleveland was struggling with snow, nearly two
feet of the stuff was dumped on the city just before
the convention. Hotels were crowded with people
running in and out worrying and scolding about res
ervat ions that were ei ther lost or canceled. I soon
discovered that my own reservation was gone with the
s to rm . The p rospec t s o f a pa rk -bench was no t a
cheer fu l thought . However, I was saved f rom such
chilly discomforts by the presidents, one of our Synod
and the other of our D.A.Y.P.L., who found the Synod-
ical secretary walking on the icy streets and took
h i m i n .

Once located in our hotels the delegates from our
Synod were soon comfortably settled. The delegation
from the D.E.L.C. was composed of the following
members: President Jensen, Dr. Knudsen, Mrs. Aksel
Hoist and the pastors—Einar Farstrup, Clayton Niel
sen and Holger Nielsen.

In this article to the Lutheran Tidings I shall
deal with the history, organization^ purpose of the
Council and impressions and information from the
Cleveland meeting.

Brief History of National Counci l
On December 8,1941, there met that day in Atlantic

City 188 representatives of eight Protestant inter
denominational agencies who, after three days in con
ference, were to take the decision which led, by a
steady progress of events, to the formation of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in Cleve

land on November 28, 1950. For those representatives
of the Council of Church Boards of Education (as it
was then named), the Federal Council of Churches, the
Foreign Missions Conference of North America, the
Home Missions Council, the International Council of
Religious Education, the Missionary Education Move
ment, the United Council of Church Women and the
United Stewardship Council voted to- approve in prin
cipal a proposal to create an "inclusive cooperative
organization jvhich will provide for the continued,
expanded and more effective co-ordination and inte
gration of our respective councils." They also voted
to form a committee to draw up plans for forming
such a single, integrated body.

It should be noted as the Christian Century points
out: "In Cleveknd the churches did not blueprint
something that must be created. They brought to
gether the separate living elements of their common
life and made them one." The approval of what was
being projected had to be secured not only from the
eight interdenominational agencies but fro"m the de
nominations themselves. The list of Synods which
signed the ratifying documents at Cleveland shows
how carefully the planning was done and how wide
spread has been the approval given it. There are 25
Protestant and four Orthodox churches in the charter
membership of the new National Council. The opera
tions hitherto carried on by eight major and a half
dozen smaller interdenominational agencies have been
a b s o r b e d .

In order that our people may gain a better under
standing of the National Council of Churches of Christ
and the objects of the Council may I quote the Pre
amble: In ^he providence of God, the time has come
when it seems fitting more fully to manifest the essen
tial oneness of the Christian churches of the United
States of America in Jesus Christ as their Divine Lord
and Saviour, by the creation of an inclusive coopera
tive agency to continue and extend the following
general agencies of the churches and to combine all
their interests and function. (Agencies as mentioned
above under history of National Council).
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And A Li t t le Chi ld Shal l Lead Them
B y L a V e m a H a s s l e r
F a i r m o n t , N e b r a s k a

Come little lad, big eyes aglow, we'll sit in my big chau* Sweet Angels in disguise were we, for when our folks
While yule logs snap upon the hearth in colored fantasy would say
Of by gone days mellowed with age, like wine so richly "Now up to bed, it's Christmas eve"—not one of us

r a r e d i d f r e t .
We'll sip a bit of memories and dwell in ecstacy. Young brother Bill could never wait, one night he
Our Christmas tree was not store bought, no sir, we sneaked away

trudged through snow To see if Santa had been there; so sure he would forget.
To wooded vales where evergreens bent low their scented He thought he saw somebody move, behind the Christ-

l i m b s t r e e
And with an ax my dad would cut with swift and mighty The room was filled with shadows dim, but do you

k n o w h e s a i d

The choicest branch that grew just right to hold our Old Santa's stomach wasn't round and fat and quivery
C h r i s t m a s t r i m . h a r d t o s e e , m o r e h k e o u r d a d s

T h a t e v e n i n g f o u n d u s s n u g a n d w a r m a r o u n d t h e o l d i n s t e a d . . u j
c o o k s t o v e • • c o m i n g u p , w e t u m b l e d f r o m o u r b e d s

While mother popped us heaps of corn to string in And sure enough around the tree were presents big and
Cranb̂rrie?too! we strung like beads and through the Wool socks and mittens, knitted caps, for Sis a shawl

b o u g h s w e w o v e b r i g h t r e d
Their crimson flares of Christmas joy so cheery yet so Some toys and fruit and candy canes;—It was St. Nick

plain.Neat little men o£ gliiHcrbreucl swung by their honclK; What's that young lad you want to do? Pop corn, why
w h a t s i n

But do you know by Christmas Day, they all were eaten And cranberries too? You ask grandma, I know she
h a s a f e w .

Dear mother never really knew, and father wotUd just I'll add a log to fireplace coals. Grandma, we're young
o r i n a g a i n

I sness thev sort of thought that Ume, the culprit, son, Guess" that's what small grandsons are for, they make* J y e a r s n e w .
w a s m e . — B o o k R i g h t s R e s e r v e d .

The National Council sent greetings to the people
of the nation. The message is an excellent expression
of the aim and purpose of the Council.
Message to the People of the Nation:

This Council has been constituted by twenty-nine
Churches for the glory of God and the well-being of
humanity. It manifests our oneness in Jesus Christ
as divine Lord and Saviour; His is one mandate we
obey and His the power upon which we rely. It is
designed to be an instrument of the Holy Spirit for
such ministries of evangelism, education and relief
as are better achieved through Christian cooperation
than by the labors of separated groups. It co-ordinates
and continues the work of eight interdenominational
agencies ministering in as many fields of Christian
u s e f u l n e s s .

The Council is linked with the worldwide ecumen
ical organizations which provide for interdenomina
tional cooperation at the international level. It is like
wise similar in purpose to the federations of churches in
state, county and city through which the several com
munions do their common work in our land. So it
becomes the national unit of a system of unified Chris
tian enterprise which circles the inhabited earth.

For the denominations which compose it the Coun
cil opens an avenue for mutual confidence, a widening
way along which potential controversy among them
may be wrought into concord, and unhappy competi
tion into emulation in pursuit of whatsoever things
are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report.

The Council itself, however, is not a denomination,
not a Church above the Churches. The autonomy of
each communion is assured by constitutional provisions.

The Council is an agency of cooperation—not more but
magnificently not less.

T h e F u n c t i o n s o f t h e C o u n c i l

I n b e h a l f o f t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n s t h e C o u n c i l c o n
tinues and develops many services. It assists in the
preparation of materials for the Church school, and
through its scholars it is making ready for the world
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible; it serves
as a clearing house for full reports and statistics bear
ing upon church membership, denominational organiza
tions and programs, and social trends of interest to
Christians; it seeks to aid the Churches in imdergirding
and co-ordinating their home and foreign missions;
it searches out and trains leadership for Christian
undertakings; it lifts up its voice in behalf of the
Christian way of life in messages to the people of the
country; it provides a single inclusive agency through
which, If they wish, the denominations may nominate'
and support chaplains and ministers to the men and
women of the armed forces of the United States; i t
offers a means of approach to agencies governmental
and civil in matters of justice and good will; it devotes
itself to the presentation of Christian ideals through
radio, television and motion pictures; it is an organ
of evangelism both specifically and broadly conceived,
standing ready to serve the cause of Christ in every
area as need arises, to the end that the" entire coun
try may be permeated by the blessings of His Gospel.
Through these and other means it gives help to the
churches, bringing the experience of all to the service
of each .

Holger O. Nielsen.
(To be continued)
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Among Danish American Friends
S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r. 1 9 5 0

It is now some weeks since I landed via airplane
in Copenhagen and was received by my family. I
relaxed 'two days, then the work began rushing like
a wave towards me. But a pastor must not be entirely
engulfed by the daily work; there must be time for
the life of the soul and mind, if we shall be able to
live the life necessary as a background for our sermons.
To m e t h i s a l s o m e a n s t h a t I m u s t s e n d a l e t t e r o f
heartfelt thanks for what I received during my trip
t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h i s f a l l .

First of all I must thank the "folk-meeting" in
Tyler, because they invited me and besides the invita
tion, that in itself was delightful, paid my round-trip
ticket, Copenhagen-Tyler. Here Enok Mortensen,
Thyra Nussle, Jens Bprresen and Ejnar Petersen stand
in first line, but behind them are so many friends that
I never have t r ied to count them, but I remember
them in my heart as fellow laborers for our common
happiness. Sometimes in Tyler I felt as if we had a
huge, common task before us and it would have been
a joy to work it out in fellowship.

Besides this invitation, Rev. Alfred Sorensen had
arranged a speaking tour for me in many of the con
gregations of the Danish Ev. Luth. Church. Although
he did not know me, he put a great deal of effort and
time in this planning and I felt I gained a very pre
cious friend. My itinerary, when forgotten by others,
will still be a cherished memory for me. A pastor, a
hospitable parsonage, a church filled with friendly
light and members of the congregation, handshakes,
short talks, old memories, open homes and a friendly
gift leaving me free from worry—all is clearly be
f o r e m e .

I can see the old church in Brooklyn with its learned
Pastor Anderson and memories going far back to
1890, when I as a small boy visited Rasmus Andersen
with my parents. That same evening we drove to
Perth Amboy, where I visited my old friends Kierke
gaard-Jensens. We had a fine fall meeting through
the entire Sunday sharing with pastors from neigh
boring communities, among them my old friend, Pastor
Dorf. The work is flourishing in this place as it is
in so many places. The problems are different, which
makes it exciting. I had the feeling, that the pastor,
who came from Slesvig, enjoyed this close contact
with the future after his hard struggle with the ruins
of past years in South Slesvig.

I continued to the young home of Garreds in
Hartford, where I as a young student in 1907 taught
the summer school. The busy young pastor taught me
many American expressions, and he took me on a trip
out in a country that has a longer history than most
of the other places I visited. Then two days in Troy,
received by Rev. Lunt^ who did not know me but
had learned a little about me from the "Christian
Century" and used this knowledge kindly when in
troducing me. I stayed at the home of A. and L.

Larsens and they treated me wonderfully. I shall
never forget our trip to Saratoga, about the only sight
seeing trip I had.'

On we go to Detroit, arriving late in the evening
to find my old pupil from Hartford as the pastor's
wife in the home, where Svend Jorgensen entertained
me in such a way, that I felt the days of my first
experiences as a pastor returning. He also knew his
timetables and so without incident I arrived in Green
ville, Mich. Pastor Stub had just moved, but I .was
received in Sidney with the utmost hospitality by
Bekke and Lodings. We had a beautiful Sunday in
the neat and clean churches in Sidney and Trufant,
surrounded by unusually fine cemeteries and filled with
such a friendly audience that they together with
my dear hosts gave all Michigan a kind of happy green
c o l o r .

I was now directed to Chicago to see Alfred Soren
sen, Nussles and Dehns before I continued to Wiscon
sin, Iowa and Minnesota. I am humbled when I think
of how nice everyone was towards me. It was cer
tainly much more than. I deserved, but I promised
myself to do whatever I could to deserve the trust
those Chicago friends put in me. More and more I
felt, that I was not traveling with old messages from
an old world, but that I was partaking in the many
problems strewn on the road of my beloved Danish
C h u r c h i n U . S . A .

I had not been in Racine since 1885; you may realize
that much had changed! Here I met an energetic young
pastor engaged in planning a new church. There is
always something inspiring in building a church even
if it is of brick and stone. It is nevertheless living
stones that must demoristrate their willpower, and this
shows the spiritual force that perhaps is a little con
cealed on ordinary days. I felt that Rev. Schmidt and
his wife did a good work.

Then on to the places I knew so well, to the lovely
home of Rev, Ottar Jorgensens in Minneapolis. I vis
ited them several times and was in the church when
the new organ was used for the first time. I met so
many friends. 1 was taken to very interesting meet
ings, where I listened to Billy Graham, to Dr. Empie,
Michelfelder and Herman, once even to Mount Olivet,
that I had read so much about. These were new and
instructive experiences and at the home I enjoyed a
wonderful and much needed relaxation.

Harold Petersen and his wife received me in Askov
as if I had been there very recently. Yes, I'wlsh
I had been present at the church convention because
I understood it had been an especially great and im
portant gathering. We still felt, that they needed alittle relaxation after this very strenuous experience,
but I met my old friends and had long talks with the
pastor who is so interested in the life of the big
country.
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My trip in Iowa was a little too rushed. There

were so many in Des Moines that I wanted to meet,
both those who are active and leaders in the work,
and also those who still are among the leading spirit
ually speaking, but who have retired from active work.
It was a pleasure to meet all the pastors there, Alfred
Jensen, Johannes Knudsen, Holger J0rgensen, Valde-
mar Jensen, S. D. Rodholm and several of the pro
fessors at the college. They all showed me the honor .
to attend the meeting where I spoke. But in spite of
this I fear that I did not get the full impression of
the headquarters of our Church; mostly because I had
too little time. It was also a pleasure to make a visit
at the Old People's Home. It was my impression that
Rev. M. Mikkelsen and wife are doing a very fine work
the re .

In spite of his busy schedule Rev. Jprgensen kindly
drove me to the airport to see me off for Waterloo.
Here I enjoyed the day with Rev. Frost and family,
and met here the young couple, Rev. Frost's daughter
and her husband, whom I so recently had wedded in
"Helligaandskirken" in Copenhagen. The new church
in Waterloo was nearly finished. It is a beautiful
chu rch and w i l l soon be ded i ca ted .

In the .evening we drove to Cedar Falls where a
joint meeting had been arranged for the Waterloo,
Fredsville and Cedar Falls people. Here I again met
many old acquaintances with whom I would have liked
to visit. But there was no time for this. One learns
to say farewell without too much sentiment, or it would
be too strenuous for mind and soul.

It was a disproportionate long trip by bus to Kim-
ballton. But even late in the evening it was impres
sive to enter the new parsonage. And the following
day as we could be about outside and enjoy the view
out over the rolling hills, I was reminded so much of
the strong resemblance with many a Danish country
side. Rev. Holger Strandskov and wife were active
and new as was their house, and I received much
a n d w o r t h w h i l e i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e e d i t o r o f L u t h
eran Tidings. Here I also met my old friend, O. C.
Olsen from Omaha. And the following day Th. G.
Jensen in his fine car and he spry as a youngster,
d r o v e m e t o D e s M o i n e s .

Next comes the meeting in Tyler, which I have
already mentioned. One of the many fine cars parked
daily by the Danebod Folk School took me to my
beloved West Denmark. Here I nearly over-worked
trying to visit everyone in the congregation. Some
thing new is happening in West" Denmark through the
work of the energetic pastor. I had many long talks
with Rev. F. O. Lund and wife, and I felt that his
intelligent efforts have the possibility of bearing fruits
in the future. I know everyone and everything in
West Denmark; and as I walked about on the ceme
tery T could say to myself, T know everyone here.

T I D I N G S P a g e 5

And I love everyone and everything here in West
Denmark, even the very earth I tread upon. I had
the privilege to stay at the Ejnar and Augusta Peter
s e n h o m e — a n d c o u l d i t b e b e t t e r ! — A n d a f t e r t h e t e n
days had swiftly passed Alf Utofts drove me to Min
neapolis. As so often before upon parting I felt so
strongly that sometime I will have to return to this
place.

My itinerary told me that I was to spend ten days
in Chicago. I had felt that this would be too long
t ime there for a v is i t a t the two churches. Tr in i ty
and St. Stephen's. But I soon discovered that I could
have made good use of even more days in this most
interesting city. I had not realized to what an extent
my good friends there were going to help me to see
and hear so much. In spite of the great distances—
as I had my home with the Nussles in the far south-
side of Chicago—I was brought in a close contact with
both churches, their pastors and lay-members; also
with church and university life outside of our own
church group. It was my impression that Rev. Alfred
Sorensen and Rev. Ernest Nielsen had different but
very extensive spheres of interest. And although they
both spent much time on me, I realized that we found
time for only a brief glimpse of the vast spiritual
world that unfolds i tself in this great city.

My dear hosts at 104 Place gave me all the help
possible, and I treasure fine experiences from my
many contacts in Chicago, but most of all the two
Sundays in the Trinity and St. Stephen's churches.

Why have I written this long greeting? Because
my heart and mind is filled with gratitude, not only
toward the places I visited, the pastors and the hun
dreds of friendly people, but also because I have to
confess my very strong feeling of fellowship with
the entire Danish Lutheran Church and its place among
the churches in U. S. A.—I not only learned much
about the many problems, but I now am sharing them
as part of my own life.

When I now have become settled a little more in
my work here in Copenhagen, I hope that I cari^write
something about these problems as they appear from
my viewpoint, and that some space may be given me
in this paper.

H. Helweg.
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N. F. S. Grundtvig
By Dean Alfred C. Nielsen,

Grand View College, Des Moines, Iowa
V. (Continued)

T H E F O L K S C H O O L A N D T H E L I V I N G W O R L D

Grundtvig called his school a personal school. It
was this intimate, personal relationship between
teacher and student that to him was so important. But
it must be emphasized again that the teacher must
be a living, dynamic person. He had in his school days
seen the futility of letting the dead try to awaken the
d e a d .

It was his hope that the King of Denmark would
establish a folk school at Soroe, but in this he was
disappointed.

While the Folk School or the People's College was
undoubtedly Grundtvig's greatest contribution to edu
cation, he was also interested in primary education.
He was fond of children and believed the ideal school
for children was the home. His mother was a wonder
ful teacher, and he urged parents to teach their own
children. However, he knew that public common
schools were necessary, and since compulsory educa
tion was a fact, the schools should be made as good
as possible. With Rousseau he was of the belief that
children should be permitted to be children. Regard
ing this he said, "By seeking to implant in the children
the order and quietness, wisdom and prudence of old
age, we only graft death and the weakness of old age
ihjto their souls and bodies, and we utterly destroy
th6 vital force in them." He urged educators to strive
to prolong the years of true childhood as long as
possible.

In line with his love of freedom, Grundtvig was
opposed to compulsory teaching of religion. He once
^aid, "All forced learning of Christianity, whether the
compulsion comes from parents, clergy or school teach
ers, Is worse than none, and was the chief cause of the
unbelief and indifference of the past century."

This did not mean that he did not want parents
and good teachers to instruct their pupils in Chris
tianity, but it must be done in the free and living
spirit of the Master.

In this connection it must be kept in mind how
Grundtvig had come to hate the learning by rote and
the examination system of his own childhood and
youth. He maintained that examination in anything
dear to the human heart was sacriligious, and Chris
tianity was the dearest thing in his life. 1*0 be exam
ined in so personal and so precious a thing was to
him blasphemy.

In the primary school too, the "living word" should
be used most freely. He urged, teachers to tell the
children the stories of the Bible, the great stories from
history and the wonderful storifTs from literature.

He thought that singing should also be used very
much. To this end he wrote scores of songs about the

great stories of the past. He knew that the children
would delight in singing these songs and while singing
them would incidentally pick up much information
about the Bible and history.

It should be mentioned that Grundtvig's followers
did not find it so easy to reform the state school system.
One result was that followers of Grundtvig organized
the so-called "Friskole" (Free Schools). In these they
paid their own teachers and these taught the children
according to methods advocated by Grundtvig., Little
by little, however, his ideas influenced primary educa
tion in the Danish public school system.

V I .

T H E P O E T

As has been indicated above, Grundtvig was a
poet in addition to being a leader in religion and
education. From his very early life he had written
poems. After his religious awakening in 1810, and
especially after he arrived at a clear conception of
the true foundation of the church did he feel the urge
to write hymns. But he had been so busy with his
other writings that he had not found time to do this
work. Many of his friends were quite concerned
about this. They were convinced that he was a great
hymnwriter. Among his very good friends was a
pastor whose name was Gunni Busck.

The Reverend Busck had been concerned that
Grundtvig had not found the time to use his great
ability to write hymns. On January 23, 1832, he
wrote to him, "Do not forget our old hymns! I don't
know if I am wrong, our Lord knows it—but I am of
the opinion that we must have the old hymns brought
into the state church, if the church is to be of any
value; because the best which has either been dis
posed or cast lightly aside . . . must be put into its
proper place again . . . Since I know of no one who
can do this work—shake off the old dust from true
hymns, and recast them without destroying the Spirit
of them. I come to you in the name of our Lord. Dear
brother, do help us . . . that we may meet on Sundays
and in fellowship sing the old hymns about our Savior."

But Grundtvig was still too busy writing history.
He had certain work that must be completed. How
ever, when he had finished this historical work, the
Reverend Busck wrote to him again. This was in
1835. "How much, dear friend, would you need (in
money) in order that you might devote one year to
writing of hymns?"

Later he sent him a thousand dollars and asked
him to go to work. He told him, further, if that was
not enough, he would send him more.

It was Grundtvig's, and posterity's, good fortune
( C o n t i n u e d o n p a g e I S )



December 20, 1950 L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S Page 1

Our Women's Work
Mrs. Johanne L i l leh0j . K imbal l tom Iowa

E d i i o r

"My Soul Magnifies The Lord"
L u k e 1 : 4 6

Yearly we pay lip-service to one another at Christ
mas. Our "Merry Christmas" glibly uttered, becomes
merely the proper thing to say. When this season be
comes ' so highly commercialized, its meaning i^ lost.
I t l o s e s t h e c h a r m o f c h i l d h o o d .

I f Christmas is to assume the deepest Christ ian
significance, the Magnificat of the Virgin Mary must
become ours too. "My Soul magnifies the Lord."

He becomes great; I become insignificant. He be
comes my Christ; I become His—Christ's.

May Christ penetrate into our calloused souls so
that we may magnify the Lord. Then it becomes
Chr is tmas—Chr is t ' s day. Amen!

M a r i e M . H a l d .

Greetings
Dear Readers of Our "Page":

It seems incredible that Christmas is already here
again! As time flies relentlessly on, it is inevitable
that the thought comes to us: "So little time to do
all the things I should like to do while I am still able
to do them." So many worthy causes to be supported,
so many people longing for a word of kindness. But,
through it all, let us not forget the work of our own
W.M.S.; it is worthy of our sincere efforts.

In reading of all the strife and unhappiness in the
world, a verse came to my mind:

"Happy is he who has peace in his heart,
P e a c e w i t h h i m s e l f , w i t h h i s G o d , w i t h h i s n e i g h b o r,
He has of happiness found the best part,
R e a p s h e b u t l i t t l e r e w a r d f r o m h i s l a b o r . "

Even if these is not "peace on earth," we can still
strive for peace of mind.

Best wishes for a very Happy Christmas to all.
J o h a n n e L i l l e h 0 j .

Greetings From Mrs. Knuclstrup
Once more the Christmas spirit is in the air, every

body planning to make somebody happy. This is as it
should be, God sent His Son to make us all happy,
and in spite of so much sorrow and strife in the world
it may be a joyous Christmas for all of us if we will
receive the Christ Child into our hearts to share our
C h r i s t m a s .

I should like to take this opportunity to not only
send a Christmas greeting, but also a grateful "Thank
You" to the many friends who sent us such grand
letters, prayers for recovery, beautiful cards, plants
and flowers, even telegrams, during our stay of over

two months in the hospital. All these tokens of friend
ship gave us a great deal of joy and encouragement
when much needed. A spec ia l "Thank You" to the
Women's Mission Society who remembered us in so
m a n y w a y s .

It has been a real pleasure to read the articles in
"Lutheran Tidings" about all the activities in the dif
ferent groups, and notice the growing interest in Mis
s i o n w o r k .

Let us keep up the good work so our Mission box
will not be covered with cobwebs.

Sincere good wishes for Christmas and the New
Ye a r .

Mary and Thomas Knudslrup.

C h r i s t m a s 1 9 5 0
Once again we are making preparations to cele

brate the birth of Christ, and in a day when the hope
for a free world with brotherhood and good will among
men is not bright.

Oppression and fright of fearful weapons puts
hatred and terror in men's hearts. There is a battle
on be tween two fo rces . One i s t ha t ou r Wes te rn C iv i l
ization which teaches faith in God, the dignity of
human personality and trust and love among men.
The other is that of Communism which compels man
not only to live without God but against God and has
only contempt for the individual, applauds human
greed and ill will among men.

The big problem facing the world today^then is to
convince these masses that the Christian way of life
is the only way to true happiness. That seems a
tremendous task, knowing how deplorable are the con
ditions under which they exist.

Facing this, it is encouraging to know that we are
a part of the great brotherhood throughout the world
who through the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
unite to fight hatred, oppression and prejudice, and
instead teaches cooperation and brotherly love. v.

We are a part of this when we send out missionaries
to teach the ignorant, help build mission schools in
pagan countries and support theological centers to
educate young ministers. Not least are we of Christian
service when helping to heal the sick in mission hos
pitals in faraway lands.

How fortunate we are that we can lend a helping
hand through our church to this crying need for more
Christ ianity among men.

And we need the church for guidance to strengthen
our faith, for prayer and for worship. We need it also
to give us courage to face the task before us and we
need it for the fellowship we through it have with
Christian friends and neighbors.

As we then enter into the Christmas season, let
( C o n t i n u e d o n p a g e t 2 >
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In Denmark, people t radi t ional ly
o b s e r v e C h r i s t m a s E v e r a t h e r t h a n
Chr is tmas morn ing . I t ' s the b ig even t
of the year. All work ceases in the
a f t e r n o o n . A t fi v e o ' c l o c k c h u r c h
b e l l s i n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y b e g i n t o
"chime," rapid beats of the hammer
a g a i n s t t h e b e l l , s u m m o n i n g p e o p l e
t o w o r s h i p i n c a n d l e - l i t a n d d e c o r
a t e d c h u r c h e s . H o m e a g a i n , f a m
i l i e s s i t d o w n t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l C h r i s t m a s d i n n e r . A f t e r
dinner, the Christmas tree is lighted and gifts exchanged.

O n C h r i s t m a s E v e t h e c h i l d r e n a r e a l l o w e d t o " s t a y u p
late." Then, with their Christmas gifts stacked at the foot
end, they are put to bed, a young world lost in pleasant
d r e a m s .

Where Santa Glaus appears in Denmark he is called the
"Yule Man" but the Danes have their own gnome-like "Nisse."
They have two Christmas holidays and usually enjoy a "White
C h r i s t m a s . "

S n o w - W h i t e C h r i s t m a s

"White Christmas!" Yes, the Danes often have a
wh i te Chr i s tmas . Time and aga in you ' l l see snow
beginning to fall as soon as church bells begin to
"kime" (chime), calling to each other from parish
to parish, summoning people to worship.

Snow falls in large flakes white and soft as swan's
down. When the sky clears, snow casts blue shadows.
On clear nights its crystals reflect the light of stars.

Now the snow covers the countryside and droops
over the roofs of houses like white frosting overflow
ing on cake. Birds would go hungry were it not for
the thoughts which rise spontane
ously in the hearts of good people,
who then cut slices of bread into
cubes and crumbs and drop them
out of windows. No, bet ter c lear
the snow off the window sil l and
l e a v e t h e b r e a d t h e r e l e s t t h e
crumbs disappear into the soft
snow out of the reach of small birds. In Denmark,
the farmers put out a sheaf of grain raised on a pole.
They have saved it from the harvest to feed the birds
a t C h r i s t m a s .

" P e t e r ' s Y u l e "

A favorite in Danish homes is a book of verse in
stiff cover called "Peter's Jul." J. Krohn wrote it
in the days of our grandparents. The drawings are

simple and charming and resem
ble those made by Vilhelm Peder-
s e n f o r t h e fi r s t i l l u s t r a t e d D a n
i s h e d i t i o n o f H a n s C h r i s t i a n A n
dersen's fairy tales. Danish moth
e r s s t i l l s h o w " P e t e r ' s J u l " t o

t h e i r c h i l d r e n a n d r e a d t o t h e m
the s imp le ve rses , f o r—as the
first verse says—if mother now
will read aloud the very simple song, the little verses
will take wings upon her Danish tongue:

A^ERRy CHRISTMAS

" F o r t h e y a r e t r u e f o r n o w a n d a y e
The old and golden words that say,
I n f o l l o w i n g o n e a n o t h e r :
L i k e F a t h e r o n l y f e w a r e f o u n d
B u t n e v e r o n e l i k e M o t h e r . "

And the verses go on to tell of all the great expec
tat ions of chi ldren and the final revelat ion of then
Christmas in faith and joy and glory.

Danish Christmas is steeped in old traditions
C h r i s t m a s i s t h e o l d e s t o f a l l N o r d i c f e s t i v a l s . E v e r
in heathen times, midwinter festivals were held arounc
the shortest day of the year. Bonfires were made, anc
blood offerings, to appease evil powers. But gifts
and gentleness and peace belonged to Yule even ir
heathen times. And to this day, some Christmas cus
toms are not altogether free from influence of botl
old heathen and early Christian tradition. There ar<
old folks who still remember the times when peoph
made the sign of the cross before the bake-oven witl
Yule dough, and cast omens for the coming year.

"Was I born to such glorious destiny?"

To Christmas in Denmark in our days belongs firs
of al l the Christmas Tree. Hans Christ ian Andersei
in his tale "The Fir Tree" has told how the tree i
cut in the forest and brought into the home where i
is decorated with little nets and cones and hearts cu
out of colored papers and filled with sweets. Anc
with gilded apples and walnuts hanging from it:
branches. And with garlands of tinsel, flags anc
lights and everything. "Was I really born to sucl
glorious destiny," the fir tree wondered. The Christ
mas Tree is a guest in each and every Danish home, ir
hospitals, hotels or restaurants, and is seen in manj
public squares and raised on the mast of Danish ship:
a t s e a .

i



I N D E N M A R K

But the Christmas Tree as a symbol of Christmas
is relatively recent in Denmark. It was known in
Alsace as early as the 16th century. And Goethe in
1774 let his hero in "Leiden des jungen Werthers"
tell of the Christmas Tree he had known in his child
hood home. He thus established this Christmas cus
tom in Western Europe. In Denmark, and in Sweden,
the Christmas Tree was introduced at the beginning
of the 19th century. So this symbol of Christmas is
hardly 150 years old in the North.

In Denmark, the tree is decorated the day before
Christmas, but in many homes with children paper
decorations have already been cut and pasted or woven
together during cozy December evenings. Then, when
the tree has been dressed in all its glory, and the little
paper cones and baskets have been filled with sweets,
and the lights fastened, the door to the living room
is closed and locked. No, the children are not allowed
to see the tree before Christmas Eve when all are
gathered together, the candles lit and the doors opened
into the radiant tree.

Christmas baking is traditional in Denmark. It
is becoming somewhat normal again, now that butter
is no longer rationed. Cookies of many sorts and shapes
belong to a Danish Christmas, and among them the
"pepper nuts."

The Christmas Eve church
service belongs to Danish
Christmas observances. Some
people may find their way to
church only at Christmas. The
service is in the late afternoon,
b e f o r e d i n n e r . A l l w o r k
ceases, church bells peal and
people flock to churches fes
tively lighted and decorated
with the fragrant green of
pine.

■SCOKVUBUi i
H i u n e i i H i M

The tradit ional Christmas Eve dinner is r ice por
ridge and roast goose. The dessert is often apple cake
with whipped cream. Hidden in the porridge is an
almond. Whoever gets the almond receives a prize.

Dimier over, the parents light the tree, the door
is thrown open and it is an old Danish custom that

all take one another by the hand and go around the
tree singing some of the old Danish Christmas hymns.
Among them is "Holy Night." The whole family is
together Christmas Eve.

The gaily wrapped gifts stacked on tables and
floor are exchanged about the tree. Sometimes the
"Yule Man" enters with gifts in his bag. A member
of the family may dress up as a Santa with long white
beard and red cap.

" T h e N l s s e "

But even though the Danish "Yule Man" in the
likeness of our American Santa Claus is not so com
mon in Danish homes, Denmark has a similar spirit.
He is called "Nissen." The "Nisse" is so much smaller
than Santa, which is perhaps not so strange consider-
Ing that Denmark is so much
sma l l e r t han Amer i ca . Fo r t he
last 100 years the Nisser have
been attached to Danish homes.
They represent today the many
supernatural beings who in old
days played a part in the Danish
Yuletide. They seem to be all
that's left of them now. They
are given to all sorts of mischief—even as children at
Halloween—but are good little sprites. They keep a
friendly eye on cows and horses in the barn and on
other domestic animals. They are seen most fre
quently on Danish Christmas cards, often in the com
pany of the house cat. Tliey marry and have chil
dren. The old Nisse affects a long white beard in
the manner of Santa, and all, old or young, wear red
caps. They remind the folks to pour milk in a saucer
for the cat. But people put a platter with rice por
ridge outside the kitchen door on Christmas Eve for
the Nisser, and the platter is always licked clean by
morning. Only unimaginative people have been known
to suggest that the cat must have eaten the porridge
t o o .

Is the Danish Christmas Nisse real? Certainly, he
is just as real as Santa Claus, and everybody knows
that there is a Santa Claus. In fact, some philosophers
tell us that it is impossible to imagine anything that
does no t ex i s t .

s
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Detlicatioii Of St. Ausgar's
Sunday morning, Nov. 26, at 10 o'clock, we met

at Waterloo, Iowa, in the new church edifice, which
has been erected this past summer by the Waterloo
congregation for the purpose of participating in the
solemn but joyful dedication of the new church.
When we entered, the church was full of expectant
people, members of the church and friends come to
enjoy the day with them.

The services opened with a processional of the
participating pastors and the members of the Church
Council carrying to the altar the vessels of the church.
The dedication itself was conducted by Rev. Alfred
Jensen, president of our synod, assisted by Rev. A. E.
Frost, pastor of the church, Rev. Ottar S. Jorgensen,
former pastor of the church. Rev. S. D. Rodholm,
ordainer of the synod, and Rev. C, A. Stub, pastor
of the Fredsville church. After this impressive serv
ice Rev. Frost baptized a little child. He then preached
the sermon and brought greetings from various per
sons far and near. A well attended Communion serv
ice was led by Rev. O. S. Jorgensen, with the assist
a n c e o f R e v. C . A . S t u b .

The whole was a festive service. And the new
church is a beautiful, practical and for its purpose
adequate simplicity. Simplicity of line and coloring
is the prevailing character of this house of worship;
the effect is one of wholeness and unity. No single
aspect of the house obtrudes itself on the attention
of the worshipper. A sense of restful belonging fills
the person who permits the atmosphere of this place
to pervade him.

At the afternoon meeting were addresses by Rev.
O. S. Jorgensen and Rev. Alfred Jensen. Greetings
were brought by Rev. P. M. Gilfillan, president of
the Waterloo Ministerial Association, and by Rev.
Irving Tange, pastor of Nazareth Lutheran Church,
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

After this meeting a social gathering and sandwich
supper were prepared for all in the church dining
room. Here old and new members of the church,
pastors and guests mingled in joyful fellowship, re
miniscing, admiring and rejoicing over the new church
and the meaning of the day to the pastor and his
congregation.

The evening meeting was devoted to shorter talks
and greetings. Rev. H. O. Nielsen and Rev. C. A.
Stub brought greetings from their congregations.
Several men of the congregation spoke, giving ex
pression to their joy on reaching this great goal in the
life of their church. The architect, Mr. A. Bodholdt,
whose name is the very first one on the baptismal
records of the congregation, spoke briefly about his
work in designing this church. ''There is no struc
tural lie in this church," he said. Everything in the
church is put there for a real purpose, not just for
beauty or show.

All day long Mrs. lb H. Petersen, a daughter of
Rev. Frost, had been at the organ. Her music and
understanding accompaniment was a vital part of
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the festivity of the day. Of interest,was the solo by
Donald Grau, a grandson of one of the original mem
bers of the church. Both he and Mrs. Grau sang at
the afternoon meeting. At the evening meeting Mrs.
R. W. Sell sang. The day ended with a short devo
tion led by Rev. Frost—a quiet "Our Father" and
the singing of "We are in our Father's hand."

This was a happy day for Rev. Frost and his people.
All summer they had worked very hard and contrib
uted generously to reach this goal. This was the
fulfillment of their dreams, the reward for their efforts.
Much can indeed be done when a pastor and his peo
ple work together in harmony. May God bless the
future of St. Ansgar's Church.

C . A . S t u b .

lu Memory Of Solvejg
There are many friends of Solvejg Thomsen who

have made inquiries as to her rather unexpected
death and of the funeral services, so I felt I would
like to answer these through the Lutheran Tidings.
Her life would make an interesting biography but I
shall not attempt to write that now.

Solvejg celebrated her seventieth. birthday last
June. She had, in Biblical terms, reached the age of
grace, but to those of us, who knew her, she did not

-"seem old. True, her hair was white, but her steps
were light and quick, her eyes bright and her voice
still clear and strong. Her sense of humor was yery
keen, and in response to a little bantering, her come
backs were quick and clever.

As we grow older, we find that we must make
adjustments, and that is not always easy to do. Lone
liness may creep in, and even bitterness, at the thought
that failing strength must cause one to make place
for others. Solvejg was beginning to feel the pangs
of loneliness for the things she. had shared in rich
fellowship with others, who have gone on, one by
one. She was not, however, bitter. It was not easy
for her to resign from her places of leadership, not
because she resented others taking over, but because
she had been so happy to serve in this manner.
Neither did she sit back with folded hands to wait
for death, while reminiscing about "de gode gamle
dage." She still loved life and the fullness thereof.
She did her own housework, cared for a large garden,
and took an active interest in all community affairs.
Therefore, she was very happy to -be able to attend
the annual September Festival at Nysted, the Sunday
session of the District convention at Rosenborg, and
the Church anniversary celebration at Cordova Octo
ber 22. I think her supreme happiness of the year,
was the trip that she and Karl took to Tyler to visit
her brother, Dr. Frode, and to share with many friends
the fellowship of the Danish Folk meeting at Danebod.

On Tuesday, October 24, Solvejg came up to Kron-
borg to help with the annual fall cleaning of the
church. It seemed fitting that her last service in the
church was to polish the large candelabras and the
communion set for the altar, which for so many years
she had decorated with flowers. Perhaps she over-
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exerted 'herself, for she was seized with a severe pain
in her chest. Not being the kind to complain, she
did not say much about it, but quietly found Karl
who took her home and called the doctor. The doctor
diagnosed it as a heart ailment. She was up and about
her home the next day. On Saturday morning she
went out into her garden and picked bouquets of
chrysanthemums for her home and for her friends.
Saturday afternoon she went to Aurora to make an
appointment for Monday for a more complete physical
examination. That night she had a very severe heart
attack; the doctor was there for three hours, trying
to alleviate the pain.

Early Sunday afternoon when sister Rigmor and
I went to see her, we found her quite calm, although
we knew she was still in much pain. The doctor ar
rived shortly and advised hospital care. When we
promised we would stay right with her, she consented
to go. As sick as she was, she was able to express
gratitude to the doctor and to us for coming. As she
was carried out, she stretched out her hand to say
goodbye to her sisters-in-law. Outside, she turned
her ey§s to her flowers she had loved. As she was
placed into the ambulance she quietly closed her eyes.
Thinking there were slight indications of revival and
that oxygen might help, we rushed to the hospital,
but we realized before we got there, that it was too
late. She had passed away at home, where she had
wanted to die—out among her flowers with Karl's
a r m a r o u n d h e r .

Death can be very grim, but it can also be very
beautiful. To me, Solvejg's death was beautiful-
beautiful, because it symbolized the philosophy of her
life. She was not the one to make an outward show
of her religion; it was an innermost part of her, sacred
and fine. From a conversation with sister Thyra a few
days after her first attach, she expressed the desire that
she would like to live a little while longer but when
she said goodbye, her face seemed filled with an
expression of spiritual resignation. Because of her
great faith, she could talk fearlessly to Karl about
the possible outcome of her illness. What a comfort
to Kar l to know that she cou ld face death wi th a
spirit of gratitude for life! I shall always associate
Solvejg's philosophy of life and of death with the
two hymns, "Uforsagt, Hvordan min Lykke," and
"Altid Frejdig Naar du Gaar."

What an inspiration it was, when the message of
Solvejg's death came back to Kronborg, to have Rev.
Marius Krog stop in the midst of his lecture, ask the
audience to bow their heads in silence while he offered
a prayer of thanksgiving for the life of Solvejg! That,
to me, was an example of Christian fellowship and
Rev. Krog knew that he could continue with his lec
ture for that was the way Solvejg would have wanted it.

Funeral services, impressive in their simplicity,
were held Thursday, November 2. Danish services
were conducted at the home by Rev. Jens Hoist, who
chose for the scripture reading chapter thirteen, I
Corinthian. The following hymns were sung: "Laer
Mig O Skov At Visne Glad" and "Jeg lever, og Ved
Hvorlaenge Fuldtr0st." American services were con-
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ducted at the church by our pastor, Harris Jespersen.
Quoting Tennyson's poem, "Little Flower in the Cran
nied Wall," Rev. Jespersen used it as a theme for his
memorial message. Neither pastors gave way to flow
ery eulogies, but each touched upon the subject of
God's great love and promise of life eternal. By her
love for the best in art, music and nature, by her
kind hospitality, her willingness to serve and her
deep gratitude for any acts of kindness toward her,
Solvejg had exemplified some of that Divine Light,
which guides all who are willing to accept it. The
congregation sang "O Land of Our King," "O, Love
T h a t W i l l N o t L e t M e G o " a n d " L o v e F r o m G o d o n
High." The old choir felt that they must sing once
more and sang, "Syng Cm Din Savn Og Difi Lykke,"
one of her favorites. Rev. Jespersen read a beautiful
tribute from Rev. Holger Strandskov. As we filed out
of the church Mrs. Jespersen played softly on the
organ a medley of all the evening songs that Solvejg
had loved to sing.

Following the ritual service at the grave and the
traditional "Klokken Slaar," Mrs. Jespersen led us
in singing: "Dejlig er Jorden." This was the hymn
Solvejg had taught the choir to sing so beautifully
and it made a very impressive closing Jor our memorial
s e r v i c e f o r h e r .

Emerson has said, "An institution is the lengthened
shadow of one man." I feel that mucii of the good
things that we are sharing in our church comn>unity
today can be attributed to the influence of people like
Solvejg. Perhaps her influence was, in a large meas
ure due to the heritage she received from her parents.

Her father, himself a recent immigrant when called
to serve as pastor for our church, was much taken
up with the philosophy of Grundtvig. Not only was
he interested in the spiritual growth of his congrega
tion But also interested in the social welfare of his
immigrant people. He realized the emptiness of rcjater-
ial prosperity without cultural development; the dan
gers that the dullness of work might bring to a life
without play and relaxation. So he gathered people,
old and young, to read to them, to teach them to play
and to sing as it was being done in the folk school
of his native country. He was not privileged to serve
more than fou r yea rs , when dea th c la imed h im. I
like to think of Solvejg as being given the talent as
an answer to his prayers and the fulfillment of his
d r e a m s .

We shall miss her, but we will not grieve for her.
We shall thank God for her life and for the fact that
she was spared the infirmities of old age.

Many had sent flowers for the funeral as then-
token of sympathy, but many had chosen to contrib
ute to the organ fund and other institutions of our
synod, so her memory wtil live on to' gladden the
hea r t s o f o the rs .

Y r s a .

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S
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Grundtvig
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 6 )

that he had a friend such as the Reverend Busck,
who had both the will and the means to help a poet
i n n e e d .

For one who has known these great hymns since
childhood, has learned them in the original from his
mother, it is not easy to express oneself adequately.
To have heard them sung, in the original, by a living
congregation, is an experience always to be remem
bered. True, many of them have been translated into
the English, and surely translated well, but to some
of us, they will never be like the originals.

Grundtvig seemed to have an almost boundless
capacity for work. He translated or recast Greek and
Latin Hymns. He went to the English and German
people and took some of their best hymns and made
them available in Danish to the Danish people. With
great skill he put them into the language of Danish
C h r i s t i a n s .

He did not limit his work to translations. Far from
it. In scores of hymns he gave to his ~ people his
own. personal experience with his Savior.

In 1837 he published a book of hymns. It contained
four hundred of them and most of these were writ
ten within a year. A hymn a day! Was there ever
a poet with such a productive soul?

But he did not cease creating in 1837. He went
right on writing great songs of praise. It is almost
unbelievable, but the fact is that Grundtvig wrote
more than fourteen hundred hymns! Surely he was
the greatest hymnwriter in Danish history. One is
inclined to say that he was one of the greatest hymn-
w r i t e r s o f a l l t i m e s .

The writing of hymns, great as it was, was only
one phase of Grundtvig's activity as a poet. His in
terests were as broad as human life. He wrote scores
of songs. It will be recalled that in his folk school,
song was to have a most important place.

It is doubtful that any people on this globe have
more songs, or sing more, than the Danes. In check-

' ing through a songbook used in the Danish Folk School
at the turn of the present century, we found that it
contained 506 songs, of these 155 were written by
Grundtvig! To give the reader an idea of the man's
diversity of interest, these songs of his are divided
among the following fields: Morning Songs, Spiritual
Songs, Home and School, Folk Life and Mother Tongue,
Historical Songs, Denmark, The North, Miscellaneous
Songs, Old Folk Songs, Evening Songs.

Naturally, it is impossible to measure what Grundt
vig, the poet, has done for the Danish people. They
have songs for all occasions and sing for all occasions.
Dr. H. Foght was greatly surprised when he was in
Denmark to find that farmers who had met to discuss
problems of cooperative marketing opened and closed
their meetings with a song. More than likely the
songs he heard these farmers sing were written by
Grundtvig a century ago.

Grundtvig taught his people to sing at worship,
at work and at play; in days of sorrow and in days
of joy. Who could have given his people more? Who
couM give a people a greater gift? It is the greatest
need of America today. We are rich in guns and
gadgets, but woefully poor in song.

Grundtvig's songs were printed and gradually they
became a great treasure of the people. They took their
part in awakening the people. However, his hymns
ran into difficulty before they reached the masses of
Denmark. It took at least twenty years till they really
reached the Danish congregations.

It happened that one, J. P. Mynster, became bishop
of Sjaelland in 1834, and he did not like Gruntvig
and his religious views. In fact he regarded Grundt
vig as a fanatical imposter whose views of religion
could not be trusted and should not be permitted in
practice. As long as he was bishop he had the power
to keep Grundtvig's hymns out of the hymnal author
ized for use in the state church. It seems pitiful that
a man in his position, should have failed to recognize
one of the greatest men of his time. But then alas,
office and greatness do not always go hand in hand.
It should, however, be told that some of Grundtvig's
hymns did reach his friends by means of private print
ing long before they were included in the regular
church hymnal.

C h r i s t m a s 1 9 5 0
( C o n U n u e d f r o m p a g e 7 )

us thank God for the church, His church on earth,
our church. Let us remember that the strength of
the church depends on us, and that Christians in all
the lands must act as Christians, remembering the
adage that actions speak louder than words.

Through our Women's Mission Society we have also
this year been privileged to serve in these many
branches of the church in its work at home and abroad.

We send greetings of cheer to every home in our
midst, and most sincerely we wish to remember those
homes among us who have loved ones in training
camps and on the battlefields of faraway lands. Let
us unite in prayer for divine guidance to our leaders
who must point the way forward to the goal for world
p e a c e .

To those who this Christmas have a vacant chair
to which a loved one no more shall return, we ask
God's blessing and comfort in the hour of grief.

For the lonely, the ill and to those among us for
whom the burden is heavy we shall ask:

"Oh, let Thy blessing on "US be descending,
Grant us Thy perfect peace."

May this Christmas season, though dark clouds
are overhanging, be filled with "The peace that passoth
all understanding."

A joyous Christmas to all and a Happy New Year
and sincere thanks for the fellowship throughout the
y e a r .

Greetings on behalf of the W.M.S. board,
Ida Egede.
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Across the
Ed i to r ' s
Desk

Central Department of Broadcasting and Films, a post
which he held in the Protestant Radio Commission.

The National Council was constituted at Cleveland
on Nov. 29 through the merger of eight major inter
denominational agencies, representing 25 Protestant
and four Eastern Orthodox denominations with a com
bined membership of nearly 32,000,000.

STUDENT NIGHT AT CHRISTMAS—Every pastor
w i t h i n t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l w i l l r e c e i v e t h i s
m o n t h f r o m t h e D i v i s i o n o f S t u d e n t S e r v i c e a f o l d e r
entitled, "Student Night at Christmas."

The folder has been prepared and mailed for the
second year by the Division to encourage local pastors
to welcome their students home at Christmas, and to
encourage and invite them to worship. It contains
specific suggestions for making the welcome warm
and meaningful, with a special dinner or a special
s e r v i c e .

A suggested order of service based on the theme
"Thy Word Is Truth" is included in the folder, pro
viding an opportunity for an explanation of the work
of the Div is ion, and giv ing students an opportuni ty
to express the impact of this ministry of the Church
on the campus, the Christian fellowship which they
enjoy, the Christian witness they are making, both
through evangelism and service projects sponsored
by their Lutheran student group.

The Lutheran student ministry, the folder explains,
"must begin and end in the local parish. The ministry
of the church on the campus is influenced by the
ministry in the home parish." The home parish should,
therefore, keep in contact with the students, not only
at Christmas, but throughout the year, sending them
occasional letters of encouragement, the church bulle-
t lZ lS

L U T H E R A N S F I L L M A N Y P O S T S I N N E W
NATIONAL COUNCIL—A lay member o f the Danish
Evangelical Lutheran Church will occupy one of the
major staff positions in the newly-formed National
Counc i l o f t he Chu rches o f Ch r i s t i n t he Un i t ed S ta tes
of America when the interdenominational agency
begins its work on January 1, 1951.

He is Dr. C. Arild Olsen, who will serve as associate
executive secretary of the Division of Christian Life
and Work, one of the four principal units of program
operation within the National Council,

Since the end of World War II, Dr. Olsen has been
associated with the U. S. High Command in Germany
as chief of the Religious Affairs Branch of the Educa
tion and Cultural Relations Division, first under Omgus
and then under HICOG. He is a former president
of Grand View College at Des Moines, Iowa.

The Division of Christian Life and Work will carry
on many of the specialized program functions through
which the churches worked together in the Federal
Council of Churches. These will be departments of
International Justice and Goodwill, Pastoral Services,
Race Relations, Social Welfare, The Church and Eco
nomic Life, Worship and the Fine Arts. Dr. Roswell
P. Barnes will head the division as executive secretary.

Another staff member of the Council will be Wes
ley Goodman, a member of the United Lutheran Church
in America, who will be a production associate in the

BOOKS
CHRISTMAS ECHOES—Sponsored by The Luther League

Federation of the Lutheran Free Church. Published by
Messenger Press, Minneapolis, Minn. 64 pp.; Price §1.00.

This Christmas magazine comes again this year beautifully
illustrated. The front cover is not as well chosen as usual.
There is a wealth of Christmas poems, meditations and
several full page pictures. Two of the outstanding articles
are: "Jubilate," a personality sketch of the late Dr. Walter
A. Maier, who Sunday after Sunday brought the "Lutheran
Hour" to an estimated, radio congregation of 20,000,000 lis
teners. The other art ic le we mention is ent i t led "Gif t For
A Million People," a presentation of the Laubach teaching
method employed now in so many Mission fields, and the
slogan introduced by this system, "Each One Teach One."

H . S .

JULEGRANEN—Volume 54; Edited and Published by
August L. Bang, Cedar Falls, Iowa, and printed by Hoist
Printing Co., Cedar Falls, Iowa.

JULEGRANEN undoubtedly has the honor of being the
oldest annual Christmas magazine in America. It appears
in a festive gi-een cover. Christian Petersen, sculptor and
artist, has furnished the beautiful sketch for the frontispiece,
" S h e p h e r d s O u t s i d e o f B e t h l e h e m . " O t h e r i l l u s t r a t i o n s a r e
furnished throughout the magazine by Christian Petersen;
but the prize goes to the full page picture on the first page, the
sculpture group by Petersen: "A Mother and Her Four Chil
dren" as found outside St. Cecelia Church, Ames, Iowa.

Christmas m^itations are written" by Pastor Leif Kirke-
gaard and Pastor Poul Nyholra. The latter deserves special
mention and acknowledgment. Christmas stories appear
throughout the magazine by the well known names in JULE
GRANEN through many years, Chr. Bay, Enok Mortensen,
Johannes Knudsen, Holger O. Nielsen, Nanna Goodhope, etc.
And we find the well chosen Christmas poems throughout the
book .—We hear t i l y recommend JULEGRANEN to a l l who
c a n r e a d t h e D a n i s h l a n g u a g e .

H . S .

JUL I VESTERHEIMEN—Edited by Herman E. Jprgensen,
PubUshed by Augsburg Publishing House, MlmieapoUs, Minn.
60 pp.; Price $1.00.

JUL I VESTERHEIMEN is published again this year in
the Norwegian language and appears in a beautiful illustra
tive cover, resembling much the art wox-k of the well known
CHRISTMAS. There are several full-page pictures and full-
color art reproductions. The content includes a collection of
Christmas poetry, stories and meditations.

H . S .

DANSK ALMANAK—Edited by V. R. Staby; Published
by Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. Price 60 centS.

This annual DANSK ALMANAK brings again this year
a varied content of poems, stories, letters, biographies, etc.,
by well known writers in U. S. and Denmark. It also has
the traditional "Almanak * help for the entire church year
calendar, and also a well prepared address list of all pastors,
officers and institutions in the two Danish synods.

H . S .
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National DAYPL Workshop And Convention
G r a n d V i e w

College
A n d O u r Yo u t h

Christmas Greeting From
G r a n d V i e w

The translation of Hostrup's Advent-
Christmas song tells us that "Christmas
comes in dark days, cold and trying."
The days are dark this year, but Christ
mas comes al l the same and comes per
haps more fully and more significantly
than eve r be fo re . Some o f a l l t he b l a r
ing commercializing of Christmas and
s o m e o f t h e s u p e r fi c i a l s e n t i m e n t s a r e
probably out of place, but Christmas
i tse l f does no t lose i t s charac te r by the
f a c t t h a t t h e d a y s a r e d a r k .

W e w i l l t r y a g a i n t o p r e p a r e f o r
C h r i s t m a s i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l G r a n d V i e w
manner, and we are all the more in
tent upon this, because we know that
many of our boys, if not all, will be in
the se rv i ce by nex t Ch r i s tmas . Fo r
their sake, if for no other, we should
try to celebrate well. As .this is being
wr i t ten the decora t ions a re in p lace and
t h e y a r e b e a u t i f u l a n d f e s t i v e . P l a n s
a r e c o m p l e t e d f o r t h e u s u a l l a t e a f t e r
n o o n h o u r s w i t h c a r o l i n g a n d s t o r y
reading, and the committee for the major
C h r i s t m a s p a r t y i s h a r d a t w o r k .

The a capella chorus wil l this year
give its Christmas concert on two occa
sions. Sunday, Dec. 17, at 4 p. m. the
main concert will be giyen as a vesper
s e r v i c e . T h e c h o i r w i l l , o f c o u r s e , s i n g
and i t shou ld no t be necessa ry to men
t i o n t h a t i t w i l l b e d i r e c t e d b y O l u f
L u n d . F i v e s o l o i s t s w i l l a l s o t a k e p a r t
a n d t h e r e w i l l b e a s h o r t C h r i s t m a s
message. Thursday, December 14, an
a b b r e v i a t e d v e r s i o n o f t h e p r o g r a m w i l l
form the program for the weekly assem
bly of the college, and this program
w i l l b e b r o a d c a s t o v e r s t a t i o n K W D M .
T h e b r o a d c a s t h a s n o t b e e n a n n o u n c e d
outs ide Des Moines , inasmuch as th is i s
a l o c a l s t a t i o n w h i c h c a n n o t b e h e a r d
as far away as even the closest congre
gations of our synod.

T h e fi r s t p a r t o f a v e r y v a l u a b l e
Chr is tmas g i f t a r r ived December 12.
It consisted of eight fine paintings, and
what is even better, they will be fol
lowed by thirteen more next June. The
pa in t i ng .s , mos t l y l andscapes , seascapes
and still life, are by known American,
English and Continental painters, and
they wil l be a very valuable asset to
t h e c o l l e g e . T h e d o n o r i s E i n a r C .
C h r l s t e n s e n o f C h i c a g o .

The Seminary students and faculty
have been busy this fall and winter sup
plying several vacant congregations.
Alden and Ringsted have been served
every fortnight, and a Lutheran church
in West Des Moines has been served
every Sunday for the past six weeks.
In addit ion several other pulpits have

Grand View Col lege, November 3-4, 1950

T h e t h i r d a n n u a l D . A . Y. P. L . W o r k
shop opened with a short worship serv
ice led by Rev. Charles Terrell, District
I a d v i s o r . O u r l a r g e e n r o l l m e n t w a s
welcomed by Dr. Johannes Knudsen,
president of Grand View College, and
Rev. Hclger Jorgensen, pastor of the
L u t h e r M e m o r i a l C h u r c h .

E x t e n s i v e t a l k s a n d d i s c u s s i o n s w e r e
g iven concerning the organizat ion of
DAYPL, its service projects and various
p u b l i c a t i o n s . M i s s R u t h J a c o b s e n o f
Chicago presented the United Christian
Y o u t h M o v e m e n t a n d h o w D A Y P L
could benefit through participation. The
guest speaker was Miss Lorraine Berg-
s t r a n d o f t h e A u g u s t a n a L u t h e r L e a g u e .
Many ideas and helps were given about
program planning and on planning the
w o r s h i p s e r v i c e .

The repo r t o f t he na t i ona l p res i den t .
Rev. Clayton Nielsen, covered several
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n . T h e
l o c a l s o c i e t i e s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o a d o p t
t h e a n n u a l s c h e d u l e a s r e c o m m e n d e d
in 1948, specifically that October 1 be
t h e fi n a l d a t e f o r e n r o l l m e n t o f D AY P L
members, that this be the approximate
d a t e o f l o c a l e l e c t i o n s , t h a t l o c a l
" F r i e n d s o f Y o u t h " c o m m i t t e e s b e
e l e c t e d o r a p p o i n t e d o n t h a t d a t e , a n d
t h a t t h e t h i r d S u n d a y i n O c t o b e r w h e r
e v e r p o s s i b l e , b e o b s e r v e d a s Yo u t h
S u n d a y . E a c h s o c i e t y a n d d i s t r i c t
s h o u l d b e g o o d s t e w a r d s o f ' Yo u t h S u n
d a y f u n d s s o t h a t o f fi c e r s a r e e n a b l e d
t o a t t e n d n a t i o n a l a n d d i s t r i c t l e a d e r

ship workshops. It was also encouraged
t h a t t h e d i s t r i c t w o r k s h o p s s h o u l d b e
held as soon after national workshop as
practicable.

A letter of resignation was read from
t h e e d i t o r o f T h e U p w a r d T r a i l , B o b
H e r m a n s e n . T h e r e w a s c o n s i d e r a b l e
discussion concerning the expense of

been fi l led . Rev. E inar Fars t rup has
b e e n b u s y c o n d u c t i n g S u n d a y S c h o o l
i n s t i t u t e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a n d . D u r i n g
Chr is tmas. Rev. Axe l K i ldegaard wi l l
serve Greenvi l le , Car lo Petersen wi l l
be in Alden and Theo. Kjaer in Ring
sted. Walter Brown, who is studying
in Maywood under the direction of our
Seminary, will be In Ruthton. Robert
Fal lgat ter o f De.s Moines jo ined the
Seminary at the beginning of the sec
o n d q u a r t e r .

A s t h e s t u d e n t s a r e n o w d i s p e r s e d
o v e r a l l t h e l a n d f o r t h e i r C h r i s t m a s
v a c a t i o n w e s e n d o u r b e s t w i s h e s w i t h
them for a joyous and significant Christ
mas. This greeting goes to all homes
and all churches of our Synod. I trust
t h a t a l l o u r f r i e n d s w i l l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t
it is an impossible task for me to send
Individual greetings to all, so I hope
that they will accept this greeting.

A B L E S S E D C H R I S T M A S T O A L L !

J . K n u d s e n .
Grand View College
December 13, 1950.

p u b l i s h i n g T h e U p w a r d T r a i l a n d t h e
va lue o f con t i nu ing i t under the p resen t
s e t u p . A m o t i o n w a s m a d e a n d c a r
r i e d t h a t T h e U p w a r d Tr a i l b e d r o p p e d
a n d a p p l i c a t i o n b e m a d e f o r a y o u t h
s e c t i o n i n L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s , d e t a i l s t o
b e w o r k e d o u t b e t w e e n t h e N a t i o n a l
DAYPL board and the synod publica
t i o n ' s c o m m i t t e e o f D E L C w i t h t h e
L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s e d i t o r .

T h e e d i t o r o f Yu l e , R e v. H a r r i s J e s -
persen, submitted a detailed report. The
purpose of Yule is to give our people
an opportunity to display' their crea
t i v e a b i l i t y . I t p r o v i d e s d e v o t i o n a l a n d
inspirational material of the right type
fo r ce l eb ra t i ng Ch r i s tmas i n ou r homes .
We must sell Yule in order that it may
s u r v i v e . W E a r e t h e o n e s f o s e e
t h a t i t d o e s .

Rev. Howard Chr ls tensen repor ted
f o r t h e W O R L D O F S O N G c o m m i t t e e .
P l a n s a r e t h a t t w o s e c t i o n s w i l l b e
a d d e d s o o n , o n e o f D a n i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s
and the second of songs from other
l a n d s .

The Program committee was given a
v o t e o f t h a n k s f o r i t s fi n e w o r k . A
D A Y P L i n s e r t w i l l b e a d d e d t o t h e
p r o g r a m a n n u a l p u b l i s h e d b y t h e
Augustana Luther League. It was rec
ommended tha t a l l pas to rs and soc ie t ies
b e e n c o u r a g e d t o p u r c h a s e a d d i t i o n a l
cop ies o f the p rogram annua l as needed
a n d t h a t o r d e r s b e i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e
p rog ram commi t tee as soon as poss ib le .
One copy will be sent to each pastor
and one to each society. The number
on the committee was reduced by two
since there is now a somewhat lighter
l o a d o f d u t i e s t h r o u g h u s e o f t h e
Augustana Program Annua l . The ex
pired terms of Mrs. Ellen Knudsen and
Rev. Verner Hansen leave on ly four
m e m b e r s o n t h e c o m m i t t e e .

Our se rv ice p ro jec t , OPERATIONS
INDIA, wi l l cont inue through 1951. I t
w a s r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t t h e n a t i o n a l
DAYPL board set up a commit tee to
consider a new or addi t ional pro ject
for 1952. Make checks payable to
OPERATIONS INDIA and send to Mi-s.
Lenora Austin, treasurer, 2827 14th Ave.
So., Minneapolis, Minn. Identify your
self by name, position and society and
give a brief account of how the money
was raised. You may even send to
OPERATIONS INDIA more than once
a y e a r t h o u g h t h e a m o u n t s a r e n o t s o
large.

D A Y P L s h a l l c o n t i n u e t o w o r k i n
close cooperation wherever practicable
w i t h t h e A l l - L u t h e r a n Y o u t h L e & d e r s
C o u n c i l a n d - t h e U n i t e d C h r i s t i a n Yo u t h
M o v e m e n t .

W h e r e v e r t h e r e i s a c o n fl i c t b e t w e e n
DAYPL districts and synodical districts
such as in the case of the Lake Michigan
a n d N o r t h e r n L i g h t s D i s t r i c t s e a c h d i s
trict advisor shall report to both church
d i s t r i c t s c o n c e r n e d .

A motion was adopted that the national
DAYPL board invite representatives of
t h e s y n o d i c a l b o a r d t o d i s c u s s t h e
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philosophy and methods of our youth
p r o g r a m b y l o o k i n g a h e a d i n t o t h e
coming years. Discussion concerning
the p rac t ib i l i t y o f ho ld ing na t iona l work
s h o p a n d c o n v e n t i o n i n s o m e o t h e r
locality in the future was presented for
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e n a t i o n a l b o a r d .

T h e f o l l o w i n g d i s t r i c t n a m e s w e r e
submitted and accepted. They shall
now be known as; Dist. I, Great Plains;
Dist. II, Atlantic; Dist. I l l , Lake Mich
igan; Dist. IV, Northern Lights; Dist. V,
Iowa; Dist VI, Pacific Northwest; Dist.
V I I , C a l i f o r n i a .

R e v. C l a y t o n N i e l s e n w a s r e - e l e c t e d
as na t i ona l p res iden t . M iss E l l en Thom-
sen of Minneapolis was elected treas
u r e r .

A vote of thanks goes to Paul Jor-
gensen for his past services. To Luther
M e m o r i a l C h u r c h a n d G r a n d V i e w C o l
lege we a lso extend our thanks.

D o r e n e A n d e r s e n ,
National Secretax'y.

O U R C H U R C H

C h r i s t m a s G r e e t i n g s f r o m M u r i e l
N ie l sen wr i t t en f rom SS Advoca te , nea r -
ing Bei rut , Lebanon. She has had a
fine voyage, met severa l o ther mis
sionaries, etc.—We hope to bring further
greetings -from her as she undoubtedly
i s i n I n d i a n o w .

Rev. J . C . K jae r, who has spen t sev
e r a l m o n t h s i n E u r o p e i n p o s t - g r a d u a t e
w o r k , s a i l e d f r o m S o u t h h a m p t o n D e
c e m b e r 1 6 . I n a g r e e t i n g t o t h e e d i t o r
sent f rom Copenhagen, Denmark, Dec. 1,
he writes that His entire visit in Europe
a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n D e n m a r k h a s b e e n
m o s t e n r i c h i n g f o r h i m . A r r i v i n g i n
New York on o r about Dec . 23 he p lans
t o t r a v e l v i a a i r p l a n e f r o m N e w Yo r k
t o S e a t t l e i n o r d e r t o b e h o m e b y
C h r i s t m a s .

A D a n i s h R a d i o S e r v i c e w i l l b e g i v e n
o n C h r i s t m a s D a y, 9 t o 9 : 3 0 a . m . , o n
t h e W C A L 7 7 0 ( N o r t h fi e l d ) r a d i o s t a
tion. The pastor. Rev. O. S. Jorgensen,
a n d c h o i r o f t h e S t . P e d e r ' s L u t h e r a n
Church of Minneapolis will be in charge
o f t he se rv i ce .

A n O l d P e o p l e ' s H o m e h a s b e e n
opened in Wayne, Alberta, Canada.
D e d i c a t i o n s e r v i c e w a s h e l d o n N o v e m
ber 11 with Rev. P. Rasmussen in charge
of the dedication service. Many of the
Danes of the Dalum-Wayne area are
members of the Lutheran Welfare So
ciety and have contributed freely to this
work through several years. The So
ciety owns an Old People's Home in
Calgary. For some time this home has
been in need of expansion, but it seemed
q u i t e i m p o s s i b l e t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r
b u i l d i n g a t t h i s t i m e . A f o r m e r h o s
pital in Wayne, fully equipped, and
valued at approximately $30,000 was
offered to the Society on the provision
that it be used as an Old People's Home
or an Orphanage. The offer was ac
cepted, although there was some oppo
sition. Rev. Pedersen from Calgary
and Rev. Tange from Hussar assisted
Rev. P. Rasmussen at the dedicat ion
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s e r v i c e . T h e D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d f r o m
Dalum served a lunch and considerable
f r u i t w a s d o n a t e d t o t h e H o m e . T h e
Home already has seven elderly folks
t h a t h a v e m o v e d i n t o m a k e i t t h e i r
h o m e .

Rev. Alfred Jensen, synodical presi
dent, who attended the Constituting Con
v e n t i o n o f t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f
Churches of U. S. A. in Cleveland, later
journeyed to the East where he was
guest speaker in the Bridgeport &
Byram, Conn., churches on Sunday^
Dec. 3. He visited the Bronx, N. Y.,
congregation on Dec. 5, Brooklyn on
Dec. 8, Portland, Me., on Dec. 10. He
attended the American Bible Society
Advisory Committee meeting on Dec.
5 and 6, and a meeting of the Execu
tive Committee of the National Luth
eran Council on Dec. 7, and a meeting
of the U. S. A. Member Churches of the
World Council on Dec. 8. He also hoped
t o h a v e a m e e t i n g w i t h t h e S e a m e n ' s
Mission Board while in the East. Our
synodical president thus carries a very
busy schedu le .

Mr. Thomas Knudstrup of Manistee,
Mich., was honored recently by Our
Saviour's Lutheran congregation for his
long and faithful service as officer on
the board of the church. He has held
officQ in one capacity or another for the
last 50 years, as trustee, secretary,
treasurer or president. Well done, Mr.
Knudstrup. May you still enjoy many
happy years in your church fellowship.

Mr. B. P. Christensen. Marlette, Mich.,
has accepted the position of Business
Administrator of the Eben-Ezer Mercy
Institute of Brush, Colo., and will begin
his servjce there on January 15. Mr.
Chx-istensen sex-ves as Statistician in our
synod and has been ac t i ve th rough
m a n y y e a r s i n h i s l o c a l c h u r c h i n M a r
lette, the Michigan District and in syn
odical work. We wish him Godspeed
i n t h i s n e w fi e l d o f w o i ' k .

Marinette, Wis—The Memorial Luth
eran Church served by Rev. Harold
Olsen has recently had new light fix-
tui'es installed and other improvements
in the church parlors. The Ladies' Aid
w a s t h e d o n o r .

Mirage Flats, Neby.—The St. Peder's
Lutheran Communi ty Church recent ly
o b s e r v e d i t s a n n u a l H a r v e s t a n d L o r d ' s
A c r e F e s t i v a l . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n i s
being served by Rev. Erik Mailer, who
a f e w y e a r s a g o l e f t a w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d
church in Omaha to go out to serve this
Home Mission field. A new church was
secured (former army chapel) and ded
icated in November, 1947. The congre
gation has now paid its debt on this
new church. The Home Mission Council
of our synod has up to the present

'contributed the pastor's salary for this
n e w M i s s i o n fi e l d . T h e b a l a n c e o f t h e
annual budget of the congx-egation, some
over $3,000, has been raised by the
members. Last year the congregat ion
assumed 10 per cent of the pastor 's
salary, and according to present plans
the congregation will assume an addi
tional 10 per cent each year until it
becomes self-supporling. A parsonage
is now rented in the neighboring town
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of Hay Springs. Plans are being con
sidered for the building of a parsonage
i n a n o t t o o d i s t a n t f u t u r e .

Salinas, Calif.—A Christmas Cantata,
"Carols of Christmas," was given on
Sunday evening, Dec. 17, in St. Ansgar's
Lu theran Church . A soc ia l ho iu fo l
lowed in the Par i sh ha l l .

Des Moines, Iowa—The church choir
of the Luther Memorial Church gave
its annual concert on Sunday evening,
Dec. 10. An offex ' ing was taken for
n e w m u s i c f o r t h e c h o i r.

A number of new members were re
cently welcomed into the Luther Mem
o r i a l C h u r c h .

Hartford, Conix.—Youth Sunday was
o b s e r v e d i n O u r S a v i o r ' s L u t h e r a n
Chui-ch on Sunday, Dec. 10. A number
of young people assisted Rev. Willard
G a r r e d w i t h t h e s e r v i c e .

Bridgeport, Conn.—The Bridgeport
congregation at a recent quarterly
meeting voted to increase the pastor's
a n n u a l s a l a r y b y $ 2 4 0 . R e v . V . M .
Hansen moved to Bridgeport about a
y e a r a g o .

N e w a r k , N . J . — A n u m b e r o f n e w
members wex'e recently accepted into
the membership of Bethesda Lutheran
Church. Rev. Verner Hansen has seiwed
this new Home Mission field the past
couple of years. In that t ime a new
and larger church has been secured
and a substantial increase in the mem
bership of the congregation.

Rev. Eilert C. Nielsen preached his
farewel l sermon in the Ruthton, Dia
mond Lake, Minn. , and the Whi te, S. D. ,
churches on Sunday, Nov. 26. Fare
wel l par t ies were he ld on vax- ious dates
i n a l l t h e t h r e e c h u r c h e s t h a t P a s t o r
Nielsen has served since March, 1943.

On Sunday, Dec. 3, Rev. Nielsen was
installed in the St. Stephen's Lutheran
Church in Clinton, Iowa, Rev. Alfred E.
Sorensen of Chicago, District president,
officiating. A reception was held Sun
day afternoon where a large number of
m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f t h e c h u r c h ,
a l s o a n u m b e r o f t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e
C l i n t o n M i n i s t e x - i a l A s s ' n w e r e p r e s e n t .
T h e C l i n t o n p a r s o n a g e h a s b e e n e x
tensively repaired and improved, an
other feature which helps to facilitate
the work of the new pastor and his wife.

The Constitutbig Convention of the
National Council of Churches of U. S. A.
has been reported in the daily press
and likewise in the many lax-ge church
per iod ica ls as one of the most outs tand
ing conferences of its kind. Our synod
was repx'esented by Rev. Alfred Jensen,
synodica l p i *es ident , Rev. Holger O.
Nielsen, secretary, Rev. A. E. Farstrup,
chaii 'man of our Council of Religious
Education, Dr. Johannes Knudsen, presi-
ident of Grand View College, Rev.
Clayton Nielsen, president of DAYPL,
and Mrs. Agnes Hoist, member of our
Council of Religious Education. Lack
of space pi'events us from biinging the
coverage of the meeting as we should
like to. However, we hope to bring
in each succeeding issue articles from
those who pax-ticipated and other cover
age from an abundance of material that
h a s c o m e t o t h e e d i t o r ' s d e s k .
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Acknowledgment O f Re-
ceipls From the Synod

T r e a s u r e r

For t he Mon th o f November, 1950

To w a r d t h e B u d g e t :
Prev ious ly acknowledged $22,046.01
C o n g r e g a t i o n s :

O m a h a , N e b r . 6 6 . 2 5
A s k o v , M i n n . 1 4 4 . 0 6
S o l v a n g , C a l i f . 2 0 0 . 0 0
G e r m a n i a , M i c h . 8 3 . 5 9
V i c t o r y , M i c h . 7 7 . 1 6
P o r t l a n d , M e . 1 0 0 . 0 0
M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n . 1 1 5 . 4 5
N e w e l l , I o w a 4 3 0 . 0 0
B y r a m , C o n n . 8 1 . 0 0
M e n o m i n e e , M i c h . 3 0 . 1 0
F l a x t o n , N . D 7 0 . 0 0
B r i d g e p o r t , C o n n . 5 0 . 0 0
C l i n t o n , I o w a 2 0 0 . 0 0
G r a n t , M i c h . 8 6 . 1 9
B r i d g e p o r t , C o n n . 3 0 . 0 0
M u s k e g o n , M i c h . 2 2 1 . 1 5
D e t r o i t , M i c h . 4 6 4 . 7 3
D e s M o i n e s , I o w a 2 1 3 . 9 1
B r i d g e p o r t , C o n n . 5 0 . 0 0
E n u m c l a w , W a s h . 3 0 9 . 8 5
A l d e n , M i n n . 2 6 8 . 0 0
R e s e r v e , M o n t . 2 8 5 . 0 0
T y l e r , M i n n . 1 1 5 . 0 0
W h i t e , S . D . 6 0 . 0 0
B r o o k l y n , N . Y . 2 3 0 . 0 0
C o r d o v a , N e b r . — 3 5 5 . 1 0

P e n s i o n F n n d :
I n m e m o r y o f M r s . P e t e r

S p a n d e t 2 . 0 0
In memory of Aksel Ander

sen, Mr. and Mrs. Ehms
E s k i l d s e n , D w i g h t , 111 . 2 . 0 0

In memory of Niels C. Ander
s e n , M r. a n d M r s . V i c t o r
Jensen, Mr. and Mrs. Alvon
A n d e r s e n , C h r i s N i e l s e n ,

o z z

i 1
n

a .

r - z
fi  U i

• Z

v - i

• z Z
. c / >

3 3

. 9 ' 5 m .

6 3 2

M i s s R u t h J a c o b s e n , S t
S t e p h e n ' s , C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . 2 0 . 0 0

R o s e n b o r g L a d i e s ' A i d , L i n d
s a y , N e b r . 1 0 . 0 0

C o n g r e g a t i o n s :
C o r d o v a , N e b r . 2 3 . 9 0
D e t r o i t , M i c h . 6 3 . 0 0
E x i r a , I o w a 3 6 . 0 0
C a n w o o d , S a s k . 1 3 . 0 0
D w i g h t , 1 1 1 . 8 1 . 5 0
E x i r a , I o w a 2 . 0 0
S a l i n a s , C a l i f . 3 6 . 1 0

P a s t o r s ' D u e s :

R e v . A l f r e d J e n s e n — _ 4 8 . 4 0
R e v . V a g n D u u s 4 4 . 8 0
R e v . H a r o l d P e t e r s e n 2 8 . 4 0
R e v . S v e n d H o l m 1 5 . 0 0
R e v . J o h n P e d e r s e n 3 5 . 8 0
R e v . V . L a r s e n 1 5 . 0 0
R e v . H o l g e r S t r a n d s k o v 5 0 . 0 0
H o m e M i s s i o n :

In memory of Martin Nelsen,
M r . a n d M r s . M e l v i n G o r -
s e t h , M r . a n d M r s . A l b e r t
Yo u n g , M r. a n d M r s . A u g u s t
K r y g e r a n d M a r t i n , G a y -
v i l l e , S . D . 4 . 0 0

Bethany Ladies' Aid, Trufant,
M i c h . 1 0 . 0 0

A F r i e n d 1 0 0 . 0 0
In memory of Mrs. s Andrew-

Jensen , f rom f r i ends . i n
T y l e r , M i n n . 3 3 . 2 5

Congrega t i on , Ty le r, M inn . — 62 .00
M r . a n d M r s . G . O . J o h n s o n

a n d W a y n e 2 . 0 0
D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d , S o u t h

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , V i b o r g ,
S . D . - 3 . 0 0

In memory of Chr is Skover,
M r . a n d M r s . W . O . K n u d - .
sen, Mr. and Mrs. Reuben
O l s e n , V i b o r g , S . D . 3 . 0 0

A n n u a l R e p o r t s :

Congregations:
O m a h a , N e b r . 3 . 7 5
P e r t h A m b o y , N . J . 9 . 0 0
G r e e n v i l l e , M i c h . . 5 . 0 0
G r a n t , M i c h . 3 . 5 0
E x i r a , I o w a 2 . 5 0
D e f f M o i n e s , I o w a 1 2 . 5 0

L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s :

Subscriptions, June through
O c t o b e r , 1 9 5 0 5 2 . 2 5

Bethany Ladies' Aid, Trufant,
M i c h . 5 . 0 0

Children's Home, Chicago, III.:
Congregation, Ruthton, Minn. 9.29
I n m e m o r y o f M r s . M a r i e

Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Ehms
E s k i l d s e n , D w i g h t , 111 . 2 . 0 0

Bethany Ladies' Aid, Trufant,
M i c h . 5 . 0 0

Danish Ladles ' A id , Cl in ton,
I o w a 1 0 . 0 0

Women's Circle, Omaha, Nebr. 10.00
Rosenborg Ladies* Aid, Lind

s a y , N e b r . 1 0 . 0 0
Old People 's Home. Ty ler,

M i n n . :

Congregation, Ruthton, Minn. 9.30
Danish Ladies' Aid, Clinton,

I o w a - 1 0 . 0 0
Women's Circle, Omaha, Nebr. 10.00
For beds—English Society and

D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d , V i b o r g ,
S . D . 4 6 . 1 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . A n n a M .
N i e l s e n , D a n i s h S i s t e r h o o d
L o d g e N o . 7 3 5 . 0 0
M r s . T i n a S o r e n s e n , M r s .

E l l e n C h r i s t e n s e n , M r s .
Cena Glood, Mr. and Mrs.
John Matsen, Mr. and Mrs.
A l f r e d M o r g e n s e n , M r .
a n d M r s . A n d r e w C h r i s -

t o p h e r s e n , M r . a n d M r s .
Alfred Petersen, Mr. and
M r s . S o r e n S i m o n s e n , M r.
and Mrs. Knud Knudsen,
M r . a n d M r s . N . C . J e s -

persen, Mr. and Mrs . Hans
Jensen, Mr. and Mrs . John
B u c k , M r . a n d M r s . D a n
D a n i e l s e n , M r . a n d M r s .
H a r l H o l m , V i b o r g , S . D . 1 4 . 0 0

S e a m e n ' s M i s s i o n :

C o n g r e g a t i o n , R u t h t o n , M i n n . 9 . 2 9
B e t h a n y L a d i e s ' A i d , " T r u f a n t , •

M i c h . 5 . 0 0
Danish Ladies ' A id , Cl in ton,

I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
Women's Circle, Omaha, Nebr. 10.00
Rosenborg Ladies' Aid, Lind

s a y , N e b r . 1 0 . 0 0
P r e s i d e n t ' s T r a v e l :

C o n g r e g a t i o n s :
G r e e n v i l l e , M i c h . 1 4 . 0 0
P e r t h A m b o y , N . J . 1 0 . 3 5

T o t a l t o d a t e - $ 2 7 , 4 2 9 . 5 3

( To b e c o n t i n u e d )

K A R E N
K a r e n J o h n s o n , n e e P e d e r s e n , w a s

we l l known to many th roughou t ou r
synod. She passed away on Friday,
December 1, at a hospital in Brookings,
S. D., after a long illness.

She was bom Mar. 15, 1895, at Erwin,
S. D., a daughter of Rasmus and Han-
s i n e P e d e r s e n . T h e f a m i l y m o v e d t o
Askov, Minn. , in 1906. She at tended
Grand View Col lege and rece ived nurses '
training at the Iowa Lutheran Hospital
i n D e s M o i n e s , I o w a . I n 1 9 3 6 s h e
m a r r i e d R a s m u s J o h n s o n a t V o l m e r ,
Mont. In this community where doctors
are far away, she proved a wonderful
f r i e n d i n d e e d w h e n s i c k n e s s a n d d e a t h
brought suffering and soiTowing now to
t h i s h o m e n o w t o t h a t .

Karen belonged to a generation in
w h o s e y o u t h t h e w o r d " s e r v i c e " w a s a
master -word. (Nowadays i t seems to
be "fun.") But i t was not only in
her young years that Karen spent her
days in sexwice; she lived by that word
always. It was as though she could
never do enough for others, and many
t i m e s t h a t m a d e h e r r e a c h b e y o n d h e r
strength. A very beautiful gift, fifty
individual si lver communion cups, has
been donated by her husband in her
memory to the P ioneer Lutheran
C h u r c h .

M a i l u a K j o g .
Lake Norden, S. D., Dec. 7, 1950.
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